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DISCLOSURE, REPORTING, and ELIGIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS and RESPONSIBILITIES

Board Certification

Individuals pursuing the Board Certified Behavior Analyst® (BCBA®)credential must adhere to the
Behavior Analyst Certification Board® (BACB®) Ethics Code for Behavior Analysts and the BCBA®
Handbook while pursuing the BCBA® credential and thereafter.

Individuals pursuing the BCBA® credential must self-disclose information that may affect
certification status, including but not limited to:
e Violations of ethics standards
Physical or mental health conditions and substance use disorders
Investigations
Agreements or actions, including court orders and decisions and/or civil or criminal charges

Individuals pursuing the BCBA® credential should consult the BACB® website regarding
self-reporting for additional details and guidance. Failure to Self-Report to the BACB® may result
in ineligibility to sit for the BCBA® exam, despite successful completion of the Behavior Analysis
degree program.

Individuals who have a criminal record may have difficulty finding employment, depending on
federal, state, local, and company policies. Individuals who are unable to secure work in a
behavior analytic agency may be unable to accrue BCBA® supervised fieldwork hours, affecting
exam eligibility.

The BACB® will provide guidance on eligibility to sit for the BCBA® examination, and that BACB®
guidance supersedes and is independent of guidance provided by the Simmons University
Behavior Analysis degree program, as the BACB® is the final arbiter of BCBA® examination
eligibility.

Licensure
This information is provided in good faith to applicants as of June 11, 2020.

The Behavior Analysis program leads to a Master of Science (MS) in Behavior Analysis. This
program is intended to lead to exam eligibility for the Board Certified Behavior Analyst® (BCBA®)
examination, and not an individual certificate or license. Some, but not all, states license
Behavioral Analysts, with name of license and requirements varying by state. Generally granting
of the degree, fulfilling the Behavior Analyst Certification Board® (BACB® ) requirements to
become a Board Certified Behavior Analyst® (BCBA® ), and passage of a background check is
sufficient for licensure in most states.

Students are encouraged to review state licensure requirements, including a determination of



https://www.bacb.com/ethics-information/reporting-to-ethics-department/self-reporting/
https://www.bacb.com/ethics-information/reporting-to-ethics-department/self-reporting/
https://online.simmons.edu/legal/behavior-analysis-licensure/

eligibility for the national certifying exam. This information provided is designed as a baseline
determination of whether the program meets national exam eligibility requirements and not
individual state specific requirements. Specific state license requirements may be applicable
and/or require additional standards. Exam eligibility, licensure requirements, and appropriate
pathways are subject to change and may differ based on individual student backgrounds,
including coursework taken outside the scope of the program. Students must do their own due
diligence to determine the appropriate pathway and license type for themselves.

Practicum: Experiential Learning and Thesis Degree Requirements

Individuals who have a criminal record may have difficulty finding employment, depending on
federal, state, local, and company policies. Individuals who are unable to secure or be placed in an
approved Practicum Site may be unable to accrue practicum hours (i.e., Experiential Learning
hours), and/or may be unable to meet the practicum course requirements, including thesis
research, affecting degree completion eligibility.
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